
Materials Procedure

q Pre-K 	 q Kindergarten	 q Grades 1–3

Virginia SOLs

1.2, 2.2, 3.2

Alphaboxes
Literacy Skills / Vocabulary

1. Alphaboxes template

2. Pencil 

1.  After reading a story or unit of study, students work in pairs or small groups to 
think of words that reflect important points. Students insert the words into the 
appropriate Alphaboxes on the template.  Note, some boxes may not be filled 
in.  Make sure students tell how each word relates to the story. Create a class 
composite.  

2.  VARIATION: Using the words collected in the Alphaboxes, students can create 
fact sentences, dictionary pages, and word walls. Older students can also write 
questions to go with the focus words and play Jeopardy. 

Source: (2002). Southwest Educational Development Laboratory: SEDL Letter, XIV, 3.
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